








House sellers can Spring into action with HIPs

With Spring upon us many people who have been thinking
about selling their houses will now be looking to get things
moving.

They may find, however, that the system has changed
considerably since the last time they sold a property — mainly
because of the introduction of Home Information Packs (HIPs).

HIPs represent the biggest change in a generation in the
buying and selling of houses.

They're intended to simplify and speed up the process by
obliging the vendor to provide potential buyers with important
information such as the results of local searches and evidence
of title as soon as the property is put on the market. This was
the kind of information that each buyer used to have to find out
for themselves.

The most innovative feature of the packs is the Energy
Performance Certificate. This measures the property’s energy
efficiency and grades it from Ato G.

Buyers whose homes score poor energy ratings of F or G

will receive an offer of a discount or free help with energy
efficiency measures. Ministers say the new measures will help
home owners to save hundreds of pounds in fuel bills.

It's likely that HIPs will not only help save energy but money
as well. According to the Government, the packs are already
helping consumers because increased competition is
reducing the cost of property searches. Early monitoring of the

scheme suggests that the new system is working smoothly.
Government figures show that HIPs are taking on average 7
to 10 days to prepare and most property, drainage and water
searches are delivered within 5 days. Energy Performance
Certificates are being prepared on average within 2 to 4 days.

Anyone selling a home regardless of its size must now provide
a Home Information Pack for potential buyers. Otherwise they
could face a penalty of £200 which could be repeated as many
times as the offence is repeated.

Please contact us if you would like more details about Home
Information Packs or any aspect of buying a selling a home.

Restaurant owners can keep £10m left in friend’s will

The owners of a Chinese restaurant
have been told they can inherit £10m left
to them by a friend in her will.

holidays with them.
Golda Bechal died in 2004 aged 88. She
made a will in 1994 leaving nearly all her
estate to her best friends, Kim Sing Man
and his wife Bee Lian Man, who run a
restaurant in Essex.

drawn up.
The High Court was told that Mrs Bechal
had become sad and lonely after the
death of her husband and the loss of
her son Peter who died at the age of
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28. She became close to the Mans and
became like a member of their family,
often visiting their restaurant and taking up.

After her death, her five nephews and
nieces challenged the will saying that

she suffered from dementia and didn’t
know what she was doing when it was

Mr Man was asked in court if he had
expected to inherit nearly all of the estate
but he said Mrs Bechal had not talked to

him or his wife about her will and
they were not present when it was drawn

Judge Sir Donald Rattee, QC, said he
was satisfied that Mrs Bechal was aware
of what she was doing when she drew
up the will and was also fully aware of
the extent of her estate.

He said: “In my judgment, on the
balance of probabilities, Mrs Bechal had
testamentary capacity. The will executed
by Mrs Bechal in August 1994 was valid.”

MIDDLETON
& UPSALL vrip

East Gate House
94 East Street
Warminster
Wiltshire
BA12 9BG

Telephone: 01985 214444
Fax: 01985 213426
E-mail: solicitors@mulaw.co.uk
DX: 43600 Warminster

This newsletter is intended merely to alert readers to legal developments as they arise. The articles are not intended to be a
definitive analysis of current law and professional legal advice should always be taken before pursuing any course of action.




